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Regional Eastern MediterraneanRegional Eastern Europe Maxim Galimov
Deputy Head of Yekaterinburg 
Blood Bank “Sanguis”

On March 13-15 the theoretical and practical semi-
nar called “Modern methods of the pool of platelets 
integration” took place. The seminar was held at  
Blood Bank no2 “Sanguis” in Ekaterinburg.

The heads and specialists of the Blood Service 
establishments from Moscow, St Petersburg, Tu-
men, Ufa and Sverdlovsk Region participated in the 
seminar. 
During the seminar different facets of the advan-
tages and disadvantages of modern methods of the 
pool of platelets integration (apheresis technologies, 
integration of the pool of platelets from buffy coat) 
were analyzed. 

As the demand for platelets is increasing, different 
ways of developing a technology for donor platelet 
banking were determined. The Blood Bank  
“Sanguis” shared its experience on the practical 
usage of Russia’s first Automated Centrifuge and 
Separator Integration of the pool of platelets from 
the buffy coat as well as apheresis technologies on 
donor pool of platelets banking. 

The meeting between the colleagues and transfusi-
ologists on the Ural land traditionally took place in a 
warm and friendly atmosphere.
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On March 13-15 the theoretical 
and practical seminar called 
“Modern methods of the pooling 
of platelets integration” took 
place. The seminar was held 
at Blood Bank no2 “Sanguis” 
in Ekaterinburg.

Salwa Hindawi
President of Saudi Society 
of Transfusion Medicine

March 5-8, 2012 the Saudi Society of Transfu-
sion Medicine (SSTM) had its first international 
scientific conference at the Intercontinental Hotel, 
Jeddah in collaboration with the International 
Society of Blood Transfusion (ISBT), the World 
Health Organization (WHO), the American 
Association of Blood Banking (AABB), the World 
federation	of	haemophilia	and	king	abdulaziz	
university	(kau),	Jeddah.	

More than thirty international, regional, and nationals 
speakers participated in this conference.   
A total of fifteen scientific sessions and two 
workshops were held in four days.

The society has recognized the work of Professor 
Soad Sajeni, Mr. Abduallah Aldrees from Saudi 
Arabia, Dr Nabila Metwalli from WHO and Dr. Gamal 
Gabra from UK. These four well-known figures in 
Transfusion Medicine are building a solid base for 
fellow colleagues in the field of Transfusion Medicine 
in Saudi Arabia and the rest of the whole region. 

This initiative was extremely successful through 
positive interaction between international and 
national speakers leading to the advancement of 
knowledge for transfusion medicine among scientific 
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participants from the different medical fields.
The topics discussed involved blood donation quality 
and safety, transfusion transmitted infections updates, 
clinical practice, updates on stem cell therapy and 
emergency planning.  One of the most important 
sessions was the National Blood Transfusion Services 
and Plasma Fractionation to reach self-sufficiency.

The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia is planning to have 
plasma fractionation facilities to cover the requirement 
for the Kingdom and the whole region. Its aim is 
self-sufficient plasma products which are safe and 
available for the patient when required at a reasonable 
cost.

The two workshops covered the quality, risk 
management and training for AABB assessors.
The recommendations from this conference  
are as follows:
•	 The	need	to	have	local	guidelines	and	policies 
 based on local experience, researches, and audit 
 of practice.
•	 The	need	for	improved	communication	between 
 blood transfusions services and different health 
 specialties for better use of blood components 
 and their products.
•	 The	need	for	increasing	volunteer	blood	donors 
 through further interaction with the community 
 and media towards improving safety and quality 
 of blood transfusion.
•	 The	need	to	put	in	place	a	national	 
 haemovigilance system and to have disaster 
 preparation which should be included in the 
 National Disaster Plan.
•	 Education	and	training	programs	for	staff 
 and specialists involved in the blood transfusion 
 sequence towards a better clinical practice and 
 secure blood for patients’ requiring  
 blood transfusions




